
       

 

 

BC Cancer Rising Stars Award 

Call for Proposals and Terms of Reference 

To celebrate Dr. Connie Eaves’ Gairdner Wightman Award, her election into the Royal Society 

in the UK, and her appointment to the Order of Canada, the BC Cancer Research Institute, has 

established the BC Cancer Rising Stars Award.  This is made possible by the generous support 

of the BC Cancer Foundation. Each year, the BC Cancer Foundation will support at least 5 

Rising Stars in cancer research.   

These scholarships will be available on a competitive basis to outstanding BC Cancer trainees, 

as well as Indigenous trainees engaged in cancer research at partner institutions in 

collaboration with BC Cancer, including the University of British Columbia Okanagan campuses 

(UBCO) and the University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC).  To help foster equity, 

diversity, and inclusion, a portion of the awards granted will be allocated for academically 

outstanding individuals for the following categories: women, applicants who identify as 

Indigenous, applicants who are Black and applicants who are from underrepresented 

communities. 

About Dr. Connie Eaves 

Dr. Connie Eaves is an outstanding BC Cancer professor, scientist, mentor, and developer of 

science policy and public communication in healthcare. Trained in the 1960s, in an era when 

women in scientific leadership positions were rare and extraordinary, Dr. Connie Eaves’ work 

has addressed major questions in basic science and translated into cancer therapies used 

worldwide.  In addition to her scientific excellence and leadership at the local, national and 

international levels, Dr. Eaves is renowned as an excellent and highly devoted mentor; 

approximately half of her trainees have been women, and Dr. Eaves is well-known as an 

advocate and role model for women in science.  

Terms 

This call for project proposals will provide $25,000 per year of salary/stipend support for a 

maximum of 2-years for MSc or PhD students. The proposed projects must be research 



       

 

projects, designed to address specific scientific questions related to the cause, prevention, 

diagnosis, natural history, treatment or management of cancer.  Clinical research projects, and 

projects related to public and population health, or health policy are also accepted and highly 

encouraged. Projects to provide purely infrastructural operating support will not be within scope. 

Scientific recruitment, major equipment purchases as well as travel and space proposals will not 

be within scope. 

Funding/Duration:  25K/year; 2-years maximum 

Eligible Applicants: All BC Cancer trainees are encouraged to apply. Indigenous students 

conducting cancer research at a partner university (UBC, UBCO, UNBC, SFU, UVic) are also 

eligible.  Applications will be reviewed by a committee, and awards will be granted based on 

scientific excellence of the proposal, the academic merit of the student, a personal statement, 

and the potential scientific or clinical impact of the research project proposed. 

Application Format:  

• Please complete the attached application form (see form for details).     

• A BC Cancer grant coversheet and signatures are required. 

• An original supervisor recommendation letter with signature must be provided.  

• Original academic transcripts for all academic institutions attended are required.   

• Submit the completed application form, BC Cancer grant cover sheet (available at 

https://www.bccrc.ca/dept/ora/resources), supervisor recommendation letter, and transcripts to 

the address below.  

Additional Terms:  Studentship must be relinquished upon receiving Tri-council funding or 

other awards from other potential sources. Top up opportunities may be available based on 

funding policy.  

Application Deadline 

Due date: April 30, 2022 

Results of the competition are anticipated in June 2022 with a flexible start date between 

September 5, 2022 and January 9, 2023  

https://www.bccrc.ca/dept/ora/resources


       

 

 

Send Full BCC Signature Package and Application to: 

Office of Research Administration 

675 West 10th Avenue 

Vancouver, BC V5Z 1L3 

Email: khagan@bccancer.bc.ca and marlene.manson@bccancer.bc.ca 

mailto:khagan@bccancer.bc.ca
mailto:marlene.manson@bccancer.bc.ca

